LEWIS  II,  KING  OF  BAVARIA

tralisation, in which, as I believe, we should seek in vain
the salvation of the future of Germany. It is in my hum-
ble judgment, not only the constitutional right, but also
the political task of my non-Prussian colleagues in the
Federal Council to support me openly in my opposition to
the introduction of such an imperial ministry, and thereby
to make it perfectly clear that so far I have not taken
the field for the ministerial despotism of the chancellor,
but for the rights of the members of the federation, and
of the ministerial competence of the Federal Council. I
have already expressed myself in this sense to Pfretzsch-
ner. I venture to assume that my views have corresponded
with your Majesty's, and I am convinced that your Majes-
ty's representatives in the Federal Council, themselves in
combination with other colleagues, will by their support
relieve me of a part of the struggle against the pressure in
the Reichstag for a responsible imperial ministry.

' If, as I hear, your Majesty's choice has fallen on
Herr von Rudhart, I may, considering all I know of him
from Hohenlohe, be with all respect thankful, and I can
make sure in advance of being able to discuss with him,
with confidential candour, not only the domestic, but also                        n

the foreign business of the Empire, a thing that in dealing
with your Majesty's representative is necessary for me,
both on business and on personal grounds.    For the mo-
ment our position with regard to other countries of Europe
remains the same as throughout the winter, and the hope
that war will not touch us as strong as ever.    The confi-
dence of Russia in the trustworthiness of our neighbourly                             ? f
policy has visibly increased, and with it the prospect of                              ||
averting such developments as might compel Austria, in
her own interests, to interfere.    Our endeavours to keep
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